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Abstract: In the recent past, there has been a rising acknowledgement of
the exclusionary tendencies of the (Indian) science ecosystem. This talk adds to the conversation by highlighting
how queer, transgender, and intersex persons are marginalized in the Indian science ecosystem. I will begin by
charting a history of science that constructs some sexes, genders, and sexualities as ‘abnormal’ or ‘unnatural’.
Then, I will draw from my recently concluded project on the lived experiences of transgender and intersex
persons in the science ecosystem to focus on infrastructural, classroom, and community practices in Indian
science institutions that work against people from non-normative genders and sexualities. I will finally discuss
the impact of such exclusionary tendencies on science practice and scientific progress. Since this talk intends to
provide a vocabulary to reflect on the experiences of non-normative genders and sexualities in science in India;
people from all backgrounds are welcome to attend.
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